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tfrom Indonesia

"l am not alone. | believe | can reach

the brighter future for myself."

Wahyu Mubarak

A. Introduction

Hello to all my friends in Japan! Let me introduce myself to you all. My name is Wahyu Mubarak. I come from Banda
Aceh, a city in the province of Aceh, Indonesia. I am the 1st child in my family. | have 3 young brothers and 1 young sister.
By the time I wrote this, I was 29 years old. I lost all of my family members when Tsunami disaster hit Banda Aceh in
December 26th, 2004. In that disaster, my father, my mother, my 3 young brothers and my only young sister passed away.
I was the one and only member in my family who was saved from that terrific disaster and I was 11 years old at that time

and I was sitting in the first grade of Junior High School.

B. Two Years of Covid-19 Outbreak in Indonesia

The most phenomenal issue in the world at the beginning of 2020 was the start of Covid-19 outbreak in Wuhan, China.
Starting in Wuhan, the virus quickly attacked many people throughout China and yielded the death of many people. Then,
as many people outside China come to China and many people from China go out from China, they make interaction
each other that make the virus easily attacked many other people. As a consequence, Covid-19 quickly spread into many
countries around the world, including Indonesia. March 2020 was the month that Covid-19 started to enter to Indonesia.

Starting from March 2020, Covid-19 firstly began to spread in Jakarta, the capital city of Indonesia. Next, it spread to
other cities in Java Island. Then, as the movement of people in Soekarno Hatta International Airport never stops and the
contact of each other cannot be prevented, the virus quickly spread to all provinces in Indonesia, including the province of
Aceh. Because the fast spread of Covid-19 in all provinces in Indonesia, the number of people that get infected by the virus
increase day by day and month by month. The media keeps reporting the number of people who get infected every day so
that people in Indonesia can easily get the updated report.

Staring at the number of people who get infected by the Covid-19 increase day by day and month by month and having a
desire to prevent the number of people who get infected by the virus, the government of Indonesia started to announce the
restriction of many activities in offices, hospitals, universities, schools, and public places all over the provinces in Indonesia.
The government restricts the people to stay at home or to work from home. But, the people who must work outside the
house, they must protect themselves by wearing mask, keeping
distance to each other at least 3 meters, and contacting no one
around them. Those restrictions must be obeyed by everyone
when he/she wants to go out from his/her house to work or to

do something outside.

This is one of the mosques in Banda Aceh. Mosque is a
spiritual place for Moslem to do worship. This mosque |
is located in Punge Blang Cut, Banda Aceh. The mosque
is just next to the ship of PLTD Apung. The ship of PLTD §

Apung is one of tourism destinations in Banda Aceh. =
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C. My Routines and Activities

My daily routine or activity is teaching. I started teaching English for the first time in January 2016 after I was selected
to be the English teacher in an informal institution called Nurul Fikri. I have been teaching English at Nurul Fikri until now

for the students of Elementary School, Junior High School, and Senior High School. When I ] .’1

= -

started my Graduate Program (S2) on English Education at Teacher Training and Education
Faculty in the University of Syiah Kuala (USK) in 2016, I started to work as English and
TOEFL Instructor at Language Center in the USK. I teach five days in a week starting from -
Monday to Friday.

The guy with me in this picture is Masaki san. He is a great and talented
student. During my visit to Tokyo in 2017, he guided me and told me
with fluent English for every question | asked him at that time. His
ability while doing communication in English is just awesome. Thank
you for providing me many good information while we were talking.

The guys with me in this picture are some of Wasend
students who have given me a great and unforgettable
welcome by the time | visited Waseda University in 2017.
They are all the kind-hearted students. They always kept
smile during our conversation by walking around at the
university. They witnessed and listened to my Tsunami
story thoroughly when | shared it to them in one of the
classes at the Waseda University. Thank you so much
guys for the great welcome and hope we have any other
opportunity to meet again in the near future.

This picture was the moment | shared my Tsunami story to
the student at one of the Elementary Schools in Banda Aceh. |
was so happy at that time because all the kids enthusiastically |
listened to the story. Then, they dropped me a few questions
about my story. One of them was "Are you sad of losing your
parents and your young brothers in Tsunami disaster?".

| answered "Yes, | am sad. But, | cannot put myself in that
pathetic situation for a long time because | have to study hard to

reach the dream for my life in the future."

77 21— EANE 2004 FITHRE LA b THMIEICK (Y, [
HRETRKEO6LET L, MBEAVE LR, 115ED g . 08 South £
Bl U ORI 20 Ic Y, EEREE LSS fmsaAdi =
WRICEZEH > TRAUCHS LTVET, EfGEH s~ ALYSE 9 maavsid
MRIERASFE S — 2L (WASEND) OFIEITHAS T, R
77 1—-EADBRICET BA (EDEH) EIER L. LS S S
e BRI L TRARE L OTH, RIBSSER Pahoangt TF0
KL TRERITITVET, A | JAKARTA prrd
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from Philippines

Dear fellow engineers from EWB]J and our young future leaders from WASEND and KIDS, from the Philippines, I greet you
all, “Mabuhay!”

Thank you for the opportunity to share a story in the 16th Newsletter about some key factors that led to the successful
activities by a NPO as first responders during the November 11, 2020 Typhoon Ulysses in our country. In this issue, I share
some developments in the national scale. This pandemic has greatly upended lives throughout the world. Let us all look

forward to enjoying normal lives again.

1. Super Typhoon Odette (international name: Rai)
On Dec. 16, 2021, Super Typhoon Odette, the strongest of 15 typhoons that hit the Philippines in 2021, made its first of 9

T

landfalls at the surfing destination island of Siargao, Surigao del

Norte in Mindanao, with maximum sustained winds of 195 km/

h. It exited the country after two days of massive devastation,
leaving 600,000 people with no homes as Christmas approached.
Total damage was estimated at US$ 1.02B.

Scenes of marine vessels being swept aground by strong winds
and huge waves, like this ship, are so many in the aftermath of

Typhoon Odette. In Cebu, Odette’s intensity was such that its

damaged beyond repair

In March 2019, a group of 9 civil engineering students of Waseda University and members of WASEND visited several
schools in Cebu and Bohol in the Philippines, the student organization’s fourth annual trip to the Philippines, to help impart
awareness of DRRM, disaster risk reduction and mitigation measures among elementary school pupils. All of the schools
IYREETIIIE IR that they visited in March 2019 were considerably
. damaged by Typhoon Odette - roofs blown off,
power lines cut off, limestone rocks washed towards
the school grounds.
In October 2013, a powerful 7.2 magnitude
earthquake shook the Philippines, with its epicenter
located in Bohol. As in that horrible earthquake,
with the brotherly generosity and assistance of
people from many parts of the world, local residents

will again rise from the ruins of this monstrous

Typhoon Odette. People helping people.

The March 2019 WASEND delegation, with Mr. Toyokazu Sakaki, Filipino
supporters, and professors of the University of the Philippines.
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printer in a Bohol school,

Alert level 1 2

2. COVID-19 Situation in the Philippines

Alert level classifications, Philippines (May 1 to 15, 2022)

Key guidelines % o A
Alert level 1: All establishments are allowed to operate on 100% capacity. " i d
Alert level 2: Some gaming establishments like casino are not allowed to operate unless
authorized by IATF; identified establishments allowed to operate up to maximum 50% = q
indoor capacity or 70% outdoor capacity.

As shown in the tracker below, cases significantly decreased during the 3rd week of
Dec. 2021. Then, during the 2nd week of January 2022, cases surged to about 212,000

cases, fueled by the Omicron variant. ‘?r‘ =
- .
as of May 6: =
Total cases: 3,686,693 Total death: 60,439 LU UL PR UL b
Total recovered: 3,621,737 Active cases: 4,517 iy

3. Online Education; WASEND Trips in the Philippines

When quarantine restrictions were first imposed in the Philippines in March 2020, all classes were suspended. Eventually,
many schools resorted to online mode. Even at present, classes in elementary and high school are all conducted online while
some college courses conduct classes on face-to-face mode.

Just a few days before their March 2, 2020
arrival in the Philippines, WASEND had to
cancel their trip because of the worsening
COVID-19 situation. I learned that WASEND
is considering to visit the Philippines again in
March 2023. Hopefully, the health situation
by then would allow such visit. As in the

many previous trips, I'll be glad to assist

March 4, 2019, WASEND at the University of the Ph|||pp|nes for a symposium

WASEND.

4. Technologies keep the world moving amidst the stifling
pandemic.

One welcome development arising from the pandemic is that people were forced to find ways to continue working and
interacting with each other through various technologies. In our XScribe Solutions Inc. (xscribeinc.com) software
development business, since March 2020 we have adopted online presentations to clients, online software project
implementation, and online coordination with our developers who have since been on work-from-home environment... Tasked
as the chairperson of the Souvenir Program Committee for a major Rotary event, I managed the production of that event’s
souvenir program based totally within our home..Recently selected as the Vice Chairperson for our
university’s (Saint Louis University, Baguio City) grand reunion and homecoming on January 14, 2023, I
am these days busy coordinating with alumni in the Philippines and other countries for such huge

event... Let us all look forward to enjoying normal lives again.

My best regards. Let’s continue to keep safe,

Nick S. Baterina

a. Chairman of RIOFIL Corporation, (a subsidiary of JFE Civil )
b. President of XScribe Solutions Inc., a software development company
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